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Dear Mr. Sander,
Davao, 26th August 1882

Today Schröder will depart from here with the plants. If all goes well he should arrive in London by mid October. There are approximately 2,500 vandas and as many phalaenopsis. This is the best time for vandas as they are in flower now and therefore I have seen most of them in flower. If Schröder has the time and opportunity in Manila, he will have drawings made of the vandas and will bring you the pictures.

Vandas are as varied as Phalaenopsis, so that there may be many rare plants. This Vanda is simply the queen of vandas, the two petals as well as the dorsal from the lightest to the deepest pink, sometimes even white, some with a few purple dots and stripes. Sometimes the stripes are yellow to yellow / green. The lower sepals have a background from the purest yellow to green / yellow, a little brown / yellow. The colours vary depending on the length of time of flowering. The lip with the two wings and the column brown / yellow to brown / purple. Among them I found one in flower where the petals were brown but the upper sepals were white, and the rest is greenish yellow. As beautiful and interesting “not for sale”…Vanda sanderiana flowers white, it will not lose its value, is always good for cultivation. It is possible that one will be in flower on arrival. The Phalaenopsis, I believe, is x leucorrhoda, it is simply a pink-flowering amabilis from the lightest to the deepest pink, many with a white lip, but most have a lip lighter than the petals and sepals. Some lips are beautifully marked also the inside. ...The leaves vary in colour, some are green like amabilis, some a little lighter and marked like schilleriana, and some are almost silver white. I hope they have been bought. Then there are some 50 aerides in the shipment; they will start flowering en route.

??? I brought a few pieces of Aerides and he said that it was not quinquevulnerum, but I believe there are some among them. But the plants come from two totally different areas, they could be different varieties. Please write and tell me if it would be good to get ready some 25,000 phalaenopsis if I am going to depart from here at the end of April. That is, amabilis, schilleriana, stuartiana. It will have to be done in good time so that I can make arrangements. The best time to go after them is January. In any case, please tell me what you need, so that one can go after it in good time. Micholitz, I have no idea where he is at the moment; he is probably still in Surigao. Cornew [?] also has a nice collection, not as many as we but some nice specimens of vanda, for which he paid a lot of money. It appears that he wants to come back here if possible, but I have my doubts. Burke will return to the Philippines and so will Col. Deare. They are looking for V. sanderiana, but I think in vain.

I am going to travel through the centre of the island of Mindanao, from South to North. It will take about 8 weeks. I also intend to explore three specific locations where no collector has been before. This will bring the year to a close. How about Cochin-china or New Guinea ?

It was impossible to get seed of the Aralias, which is a pity. Maybe I’ll get some later.

Unfortunately the goods arrived too late; I may get them later.

I am in good health although I am getting thinner every day.

Kind regards,

C. Röbelen

Please don’t forget to send me £10 expenses, every three months.
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